
    ___________________________________________________________________________
                      SOLICITATION, OFFER AND AWARD
    ___________________________________________________________________________

     1. This contract is a rated order under DPAS (15 CFR 700) RATING:
    ___________________________________________________________________________
     2. CONTRACT NO.                      |3. SOLICITATION NO.
                                          |
                                          |   70-M-APHIS-01
    ______________________________________|____________________________________
     4. TYPE OF SOLICITATION

        [ ] SEALED BID (IFB)           [X] NEGOTIATED (RFP)
    ___________________________________________________________________________
     5. DATE ISSUED                       |6. REQUISITION/PURCHASE NO.
                                          |
        06/21/01                          |   APODSDXX-0062-1
    ______________________________________|____________________________________
     7. ISSUED BY   CODE: 6395            |8. ADDRESS OFFER TO
                                          |   (If other than Item 7)
                                          |
        USDA, MRP-BS Contracting          |
        Butler Square, Fifth Floor        |
        100 North Sixth Street            |
        Mpls., MN 55403                   |
                                          |
    ______________________________________|____________________________________

     NOTE: In sealed bid solicitations, "offer" and "offeror" mean "bid"
           and "bidder".
    ___________________________________________________________________________
                                   SOLICITATION
    ___________________________________________________________________________

     9. Sealed offers in original and 0 copies for furnishing the
        supplies or services in the Schedule will be received at the
        place specified in Item 8, or if handcarried, in the
        depository located in the Contracting Section (See Block 7), 

  until 2:30 p.m. local time on July 10, 2001.

        CAUTION--LATE Submissions, Modifications, and Withdrawals: See
        Section L, Provision No. 52.214-7 or 52.215-1.  All offers are
        subject to all terms and conditions contained in this
        solicitation.
    ___________________________________________________________________________
     10. FOR INFORMA-|A. NAME:                        |B. TELEPHONE NO.
         TION CALL:  | José-Luis Gallagher            |  (Include Area Code)
    _________________|________________________________|  (NO COLLECT CALLS)
    C. E-MAIL ADDRESS                                 |  (612) 370-2226
       jose.l.gallagher@usda.gov                      |
    __________________________________________________|________________________
    EXCEPTION TO STANDARD FORM 33 (REV.9-97)              Prescribed by GSA
                                                          FAR (48 CFR 53.214(c)
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                            SOLICITATION, OFFER AND AWARD
    ___________________________________________________________________________
                                11.  TABLE OF CONTENTS
    ___________________________________________________________________________
     X SEC                             DESCRIPTION                      PAGE(S)
                                   PART I - THE SCHEDULE
        A   SOLICITATION/CONTRACT FORM
        B   SUPPLIES OR SERVICES AND PRICES/COSTS
        C   DESCRIPTION/SPECIFICATIONS/WORK STATEMENT
        D   PACKAGING AND MARKING
        E   INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE
        F   DELIVERIES OR PERFORMANCE
        G   CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION DATA
        H   SPECIAL CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS
                                PART II - CONTRACT CLAUSES
        I    CONTRACT CLAUSES
              PART III - LIST OF DOCUMENTS, EXHIBITS AND OTHER ATTACHMENTS
        J   LIST OF ATTACHMENTS
                       PART IV - REPRESENTATIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS
        K   REPRESENTATIONS, CERTIFICATIONS AND OTHER STATEMENTS OF OFFERORS
        L   INSTRUCTIONS, CONDITIONS, AND NOTICES TO OFFERORS
        M   EVALUATION FACTORS FOR AWARD
    ___________________________________________________________________________
                      OFFER (Must be fully completed by offeror)
    ___________________________________________________________________________
    NOTE:  Item 12 does not apply if the solicitation includes the provision
           at 52.214-16, Minimum Bid Acceptance Period.
    ___________________________________________________________________________
     12. In compliance with the above, the undersigned agrees, if this offer
         is accepted within _______ calendar days (60 calendar days unless a
         different period is inserted by the offeror) from the date for
         receipt of offers specified above, to furnish any or all items upon
         which prices are offered at the price set opposite each item,
         delivered at the designated point(s), within the time specified in
         the schedule.
    ___________________________________________________________________________
     13. DISCOUNT FOR PROMPT PAYMENT (See Section I, Clause No. 52.232-8)
                      |                  |                  |
     10 CALENDAR DAYS | 20 CALENDAR DAYS | 30 CALENDAR DAYS | ___ CALENDAR DAYS
        ____________% |    ____________% |    __________%   |    ____________%
    __________________|__________________|__________________|__________________
     14. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF AMENDMENTS (The offeror acknowledges receipt of
         amendments to the SOLICITATION for offerors and related documents
         numbered and dated:
       AMENDMENT NO.  |   DATE           |   AMENDMENT NO.  | DATE
                      |                  |                  |
    __________________|__________________|__________________|__________________
                      |                  |                  |
    __________________|__________________|__________________|__________________
                      |                  |                  |
    __________________|__________________|__________________|__________________
    EXCEPTION TO STANDARD FORM 33 (REV. 9-97)
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                            SOLICITATION, OFFER AND AWARD
    ___________________________________________________________________________
     15A. NAME | CODE |______|    FACILITY |______|16. NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON
          AND  |                                  |    AUTHORIZED TO SIGN
      ADDRESS  |                                  |    (Type or Print)
          OF   |                                  |
      OFFEROR  |                                  |
               |                                  |
               |DUNS _____________TIN ____________|
    ___________|__________________________________|____________________________
     15B. TELEPHONE NO. (Include Area Code)       |17. SIGNATURE
                                                  |
    ______________________________________________|____________________________
     15C. [ ] CHECK IF REMITTANCE ADDRESS IS      |18. OFFER DATE
              DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE - ENTER SUCH   |
              ADDRESS IN SCHEDULE                 |
    ______________________________________________|____________________________

                       AWARD (To be completed by Government)

    ___________________________________________________________________________
     19. ACCEPTED AS TO ITEMS     |20. AMOUNT      |21. ACCOUNTING AND
         NUMBERED                 |                |    APPROPRIATION
                                  |                |
                                  |                |
    ______________________________|________________|____________________________
    22. AUTHORITY FOR USING OTHER THAN FULL AND OPEN COMPETITION:

        [ ] 10 U.S.C. 2304(c)( )          [X] 41 U.S.C. 253(c)(2)
    ___________________________________________________________________________
     23. SUBMIT INVOICES TO ADDRESS SHOWN IN  -->  |ITEM  25
         (1 Copies unless otherwise                |
         specified)                                |
                                                   |
    _______________________________________________|___________________________
     24. ADMINISTERED BY      CODE|_________|25. PAYMENT WILL BE MADE BY
         (If other than Item 7)             |    CODE |___________|
                                            |
                                            |    USDA, MRP-BS Payments Team
                                            |    Butler Square, Fifth Floor
                                            |    100 North Sixth Street
                                            |    Mpls., MN 55403
    ________________________________________|__________________________________
     26. NAME OF CONTRACTING |27. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA      |28. AWARD DATE
         OFFICER             |                                  |
                             |                                  |
         (Type or Print)     | Signature of Contracting Officer |
    _________________________|__________________________________|______________

    IMPORTANT - Award will be made on this Form, or on Standard Form 26,
                or by other authorized official written notice.
    ___________________________________________________________________________
    EXCEPTION TO STANDARD FORM 33
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    70-M-APHIS-01                                          Section B

                         PART I - THE SCHEDULE

               SECTION B - SUPPLIES OR SERVICES AND PRICES/COSTS

B.1 BACKGROUND

The Government requires a preemployment test and preparation manual for new Plant
Protection and Quarantine (PPQ) Officer positions.

B.2  Schedule of Items

Item No. Description Qty. Unit Price (Job) Total Price

   1 Preemployment   1  $________       $________
Test

   2 Preparation   1  $________       $________ 
Manual

   3 Documentation   1  $________ $________
            Report
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70-M-APHIS-01 Sec C

Section C - Description/Specifications/Work Statement

C.1.  Statement of Work
     

The Contractor shall develop a job analysis of the 436 series to determine job essential
cognitive competencies for entry level (GS-5 and GS-7) PPQ officers, and shall validate
the analysis with PPQ subject matter experts.

The Contractor shall provide the design and development of a test to measure the job
essential cognitive competencies. The test will serve the purpose of ranking candidates
for PPQ officer GS-5 and GS-7 positions according to their ability to perform the job.

The second phase of the project consists of the following steps:

1. The design of a competency-based test battery for the purely cognitive components of
the occupation

2. The development of test plans for each component of the battery (the test plans will
ensure that there is extensive sampling from the content domain of each relevant

competency).

3. The development of the test battery according to test plans.

4. The development of a preparation manual which all qualified applicants will use to help
them prepare for the test

Time line = 6 months from initiation of project

NOTE:   Steps 1, 2, and 3 presuppose the availability of a taxonomy for each of the
competencies assessed. In order to effect cost and time savings, we will use published
taxonomies that are in use at present at the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Immigration
and Naturalization Service, and U.S. Customs Service.

Once the test battery is completed, the contractor shall produce a documentation report on
the OPM job-analytic base and on the content/construct foundations of the test as well as
for documenting existing meta-analytic validity evidence in support of the test. This
document shall constitute the validity evidence that will support implementation of the
test prior to the conduct of an occupationally specific criterion-related validity study.

Time line = 2 months after completion of the first phase

Summary: The contractor shall provide the following deliverables:

a. Test plans delineating the sampling of cognitive tasks (based on formal taxonomies)

b. The production of the cognitive test,

c. The production of the preparation manual, and

d. A documentation report on the content and construct validity of the test and its
meta-analytic support.

Page 5 



70-M-APHIS-01 Sec C

C.2.  Oualifications of Contractor

The Contractor shall be a well-recognized expert in the field of individual measurement,
particularly in the design and development of cognitive tests, and shall present evidence
to PPQ of such psychometric expertise in the context on large corporations or large
Federal programs, preferably the latter. The Contractor shall also present evidence of
expertise in the development of taxonomies for job-related constructs, specifically in the
field of Reasoning. (The Contractor shall provide evidence of qualifications in the
Technical Proposals.)
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    70-M-APHIS-01                                          Section D

                         SECTION D - PACKAGING AND MARKING

                    THERE ARE NO CLAUSES INCLUDED IN THIS SECTION
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    70-M-APHIS-01                                          Section E

                      SECTION E - INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE

  E.1    AGAR 452.246-70 INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE
         (FEB 1988)

         (a) The Contracting Officer or the Contracting Officer's duly
             authorized representative will inspect and accept the supplies
             and/or services to be provided under this contract.
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    70-M-APHIS-01                                          Section F

                     SECTION F - DELIVERIES OR PERFORMANCE

  F.1    52.252-2  CLAUSES INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE (FEB 1998)

           This contract incorporates one or more clauses by reference,
         with the same force and effect as if they were given in full text.
         Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make their full text
         available.  Also, the full text of a clause may be accessed
         electronically at this/these address(es):

         www.arnet.gov/far

         I.   FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR CHAPTER 1) CLAUSES

           NUMBER        TITLE                             DATE

          52.242-17    GOVERNMENT DELAY OF WORK            APR 1984

  F.2    AGAR 452.211-74 PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE (FEB 1988)

           The period of performance of this contract is from date of award
         through after 8 months.

  F.3    AGAR 452.247-70 DELIVERY LOCATION (FEB 1988)

     All deliverables shall be sent to:

  USDA, APHIS, PPQ, Professional Development Center
  69 Thomas Johnson Drive, Suite 100
  Frederick, MD 21702
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    70-M-APHIS-01                                          Section G

                 SECTION G - CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION DATA

G.1    CONTRACTING OFFICER'S REPRESENTATIVE

    The Contracting Officer will designate the individuals(s) as the
    Contracting Officer's Representative (COR) and or the Contracting
    Officer's Technical Representative (COTR).

    The COR is responsible for administering the performance of work under
    this contract.  In no event, will any understanding, agreement,
    modification, change order, or other matter deviating from the terms of
    this contract be effective binding upon the Government unless a written
    modifications is executed by the Contracting Officer.

    The Contracting Officer shall be informed as soon as possible of any
    actions or inactions by the Contractor or the Government which will
    change the required delivery or completion times stated in the
    contract.  On all matters that pertain to contract terms and
    conditions, the Contractor shall communicate with the Contracting
    Officer.

    Whenever, in the opinion of the Contractor, the COR requests effort
    outside the scope of the contract, the Contractor should so advise the
    COR. If the COR persists and there still exists a disagreement as to
    proper contractual coverage, the Contracting Officer should be notified
    immediately in writing if time permits. Proceeding with work without
    proper contractual coverage could result in nonpayment or necessitate
    submittal of a contract claim.

  G.2    CONTRACT ADMINISTRATOR

    The Contract Administrator (CA) shall represent the Contracting Officer
    (CO) on administrative matters.

    The CA is responsible for administering the performance of work under
    this contract and shall be the first contact on matters pertaining to
    contract terms and conditions, changes, modifications, or other matters
    that may occur during the life of the contract. The CA shall be
    informed as soon as possible of any actions or inactions by the
    Contractor or the Government which will change the required delivery or
    completion times stated in the contract.

    In no event, will any understanding, agreement, modification, change
    order, or other matter deviating from the terms of the contract be
    effective or binding upon the Government unless a written modification
    is executed by a Contracting Officer.  Proceeding with work without
    proper contractual coverage could result in nonpayment or necessitate
    submittal of a contract claim.
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    70-M-APHIS-01                                          Section H

                    SECTION H - SPECIAL CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS

  H.1    AGAR 452.237-74 KEY PERSONNEL (FEB 1988)

         (a) The Contractor shall assign to this contract the following key
             personnel:

              Project Manager

         (b) During the first ninety (90) days of performance, the
             Contractor shall make no substitutions of key personnel unless
             the substitution is necessitated by illness, death, or
             termination of employment.  The Contractor shall notify the
             Contracting Officer within 15 calendar days after the
             occurrence of any of these events and provide the information
             required by paragraph (c) below.  After the initial 90-day
             period, the Contractor shall submit the information required
             by paragraph (c) to the Contracting Officer at least 15 days
             prior to making any permanent substitutions.

         (c) The Contractor shall provide a detailed explanation of the
             circumstances necessitating the proposed substitutions,
             complete resumes for the proposed substitutes, and any
             additional information requested by the Contracting Officer.
             Proposed substitutes should have comparable qualifications to
             those of the persons being replaced.  The Contracting Officer
             will notify the Contractor within 15 calendar days after
             receipt of all required information of the decision on
             substitutions.  The contract will be modified to reflect any
             approved changes of key personnel.
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    70-M-APHIS-01                                          Section I

                        PART II - CONTRACT CLAUSES

                        SECTION I - CONTRACT CLAUSES

  I.1    52.252-2  CLAUSES INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE (FEB 1998)

           This contract incorporates one or more clauses by reference,
         with the same force and effect as if they were given in full text.
         Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make their full text
         available.  Also, the full text of a clause may be accessed
         electronically at this/these address(es):

         www.arnet.gov/far

         I.   FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR CHAPTER 1) CLAUSES

           NUMBER        TITLE                             DATE

          52.209-6     PROTECTING THE GOVERNMENT'S         JUL 1995
                       INTEREST WHEN SUBCONTRACTING WITH
                       CONTRACTORS DEBARRED, SUSPENDED,
                       OR PROPOSED FOR DEBARMENT
          52.215-8     ORDER OF PRECEDENCE--UNIFORM        OCT 1997
                       CONTRACT FORMAT
          52.219-6     NOTICE OF TOTAL SMALL BUSINESS      JUL 1996
                       SET-ASIDE
          52.222-3     CONVICT LABOR                       AUG 1996
          52.222-21    PROHIBITION OF SEGREGATED           FEB 1999
                       FACILITIES
          52.222-26    EQUAL OPPORTUNITY                   FEB 1999
          52.222-35    AFFIRMATIVE ACTION FOR DISABLED     APR 1998
                       VETERANS AND VETERANS OF THE
                       VIETNAM ERA
          52.222-36    AFFIRMATIVE ACTION FOR              JUN 1998
                       WORKERS WITH DISABILITIES
          52.222-37    EMPLOYMENT REPORTS ON DISABLED      JAN 1999
                       VETERANS AND VETERANS OF THE
                       VIETNAM ERA
          52.225-3     BUY AMERICAN ACT--NORTH AMERICAN    FEB 2000
                       FREE TRADE AGREEMENT--ISRAELI TRADE
                       ACT--BALANCE OF PAYMENTS PROGRAM
          52.225-13    RESTRICTIONS ON CERTAIN FOREIGN     JUL 2000
                       PURCHASES
          52.227-17    RIGHTS IN DATA - SPECIAL WORKS      JUN 1987
          52.229-6     TAXES - FOREIGN FIXED-PRICE         JAN 1991
                       CONTRACTS
          52.232-1     PAYMENTS                            APR 1984
          52.232-8     DISCOUNTS FOR PROMPT PAYMENT        MAY 1997
          52.232-11    EXTRAS                              APR 1984
          52.232-18    AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS               APR 1984
          52.232-23    ASSIGNMENT OF CLAIMS                JAN 1986
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    70-M-APHIS-01                                          Section I

   I.1   (Continued) 

           NUMBER        TITLE                             DATE

          52.232-25    PROMPT PAYMENT                      MAY 2001
          52.233-1     DISPUTES                            DEC 1998
          52.233-3     PROTEST AFTER AWARD                 AUG 1996
          52.243-1     CHANGES - FIXED-PRICE               AUG 1987
                       Alternate III (APR 1984)
          52.244-5     COMPETITION IN SUBCONTRACTING       DEC 1996
          52.249-1     TERMINATION FOR CONVENIENCE OF      APR 1984
                       THE GOVERNMENT
                       (FIXED-PRICE) (SHORT FORM)
          52.253-1     COMPUTER GENERATED FORMS            JAN 1991

  I.2    52.232-34 PAYMENT BY ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER--
         OTHER THAN CENTRAL CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION (MAY 1999)

         (a) Method of payment.

              (1) All payments by the Government under this contract shall
                  be made by electronic funds transfer (EFT) except as
                  provided in paragraph (a)(2) of this clause.  As used in
                  this clause, the term "EFT" refers to the funds transfer
                  and may also include the payment information transfer.

              (2) In the event the Government is unable to release one or
                  more payments by EFT, the Contractor agrees to either--

                   (i)  Accept payment by check or some other mutually
                        agreeable method of payment; or

                   (ii) Request the Government to extend payment due dates
                        until such time as the Government makes payment by
                        EFT (but see paragraph (d) of this clause).

         (b) Mandatory submission of Contractor's EFT information.

              (1) The Contractor is required to provide the Government with
                  the information required to make payment by EFT (see
                  paragraph (j) of this clause).  The Contractor shall
                  provide this information directly to the office
                  designated in this contract to receive that information
                  (hereafter: "designated office") no later than   15 days
                  prior to submission of the first request for payment.  If
                  not otherwise specified in this contract, the payment
                  office is the designated office for receipt of the
                  Contractor's EFT information. If more than one designated
                  office is named for the contract, the Contractor shall
                  provide a separate notice to each office.  In the event
                  that the EFT information changes, the Contractor shall be
                  responsible for providing the updated information to the
                  designated office(s).

              (2) If the Contractor provides EFT information applicable to
                  multiple contracts, the Contractor shall specifically
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    70-M-APHIS-01                                          Section I

   I.2   (Continued) 

                  state the applicability of this EFT information in terms
                  acceptable to the designated office.  However, EFT
                  information supplied to a designated office shall be
                  applicable only to contracts that identify that
                  designated office as the office to receive EFT
                  information for that contract.

         (c) Mechanisms for EFT payment. The Government may make
             payment by EFT through either the Automated Clearing House
             (ACH) network, subject to the rules of the National Automated
             Clearing House Association, or the Fedwire Transfer System.
             The rules governing Federal payments through the ACH are
             contained in 31 CFR part 210.

         (d) Suspension of payment. (1) The Government is not required
             to make any payment under this contract until after receipt,
             by the designated office, of the correct EFT payment
             information from the Contractor.  Until receipt of the correct
             EFT information, any invoice or contract financing request
             shall be deemed not to be a proper invoice for the purpose of
             prompt payment under this contract.  The prompt payment terms
             of the contract regarding notice of an improper invoice and
             delays in accrual of interest penalties apply.

              (2) If the EFT information changes after submission of
                  correct EFT information, the Government shall begin using
                  the changed EFT information no later than 30 days after
                  its receipt by the designated office to the extent
                  payment is made by EFT.  However, the Contractor may
                  request that no further payments be made until the
                  updated EFT information is implemented by the payment
                  office.  If such suspension would result in a late
                  payment under the prompt payment terms of this contract,
                  the Contractor's request for suspension shall extend the
                  due date for payment by the number of days of the
                  suspension.

         (e) Liability for uncompleted or erroneous transfers. (1) If
             an uncompleted or erroneous transfer occurs because the
             Government used the Contractor's EFT information incorrectly,
             the Government remains responsible for--

                   (i)   Making a correct payment;

                   (ii)  Paying any prompt payment penalty due; and

                   (iii) Recovering any erroneously directed funds.

              (2) If an uncompleted or erroneous transfer occurs because
                  the Contractor's EFT information was incorrect, or was
                  revised within 30 days of Government release of the EFT
                  payment transaction instruction to the Federal Reserve
                  System, and--
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    70-M-APHIS-01                                          Section I

   I.2   (Continued) 

                   (i)  If the funds are no longer under the control of the
                        payment office, the Government is deemed to have
                        made payment and the Contractor is responsible for
                        recovery of any erroneously directed funds; or

                   (ii) If the funds remain under the control of the
                        payment office, the Government shall not make
                        payment and the provisions of paragraph (d) shall
                        apply.

         (f) EFT and prompt payment.  A payment shall be deemed to have
             been made in a timely manner in accordance with the prompt
             payment terms of this contract if, in the EFT payment
             transaction instruction released to the Federal Reserve
             System, the date specified for settlement of the payment is on
             or before the prompt payment due date, provided the specified
             payment date is a valid date under the rules of the Federal
             Reserve System.

         (g) EFT and assignment of claims.  If the Contractor assigns
             the proceeds of this contract as provided for in the
             assignment of claims terms of this contract, the Contractor
             shall require as a condition of any such assignment, that the
             assignee shall provide the EFT information required by
             paragraph (j) of this clause to the designated office, and
             shall be paid by EFT in accordance with the terms of this
             clause. In all respects, the requirements of this clause shall
             apply to the assignee as if it were the Contractor.  EFT
             information that shows the ultimate recipient of the transfer
             to be other than the Contractor, in the absence of a proper
             assignment of claims acceptable to the Government, is
             incorrect EFT information within the meaning of paragraph (d)
             of this clause.

         (h) Liability for change of EFT information by financial
             agent. The Government is not liable for errors resulting
             from changes to EFT information provided by the Contractor's
             financial agent.

         (i) Payment information. The payment or disbursing office
             shall forward to the Contractor available payment information
             that is suitable for transmission as of the date of release of
             the EFT instruction to the Federal Reserve System.  The
             Government may request the Contractor to designate a desired
             format and method(s) for delivery of payment information from
             a list of formats and methods the payment office is capable of
             executing.  However, the Government does not guarantee that
             any particular format or method of delivery is available at
             any particular payment office and retains the latitude to use
             the format and delivery method most convenient to the
             Government.  If the Government makes payment by check in
             accordance with paragraph (a) of this clause, the Government
             shall mail the payment information to the remittance address
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             in the contract.

         (j) EFT information. The Contractor shall provide the
             following information to the designated office.  The
             Contractor may supply this data for this or multiple contracts
             (see paragraph (b) of this clause).  The Contractor shall
             designate a single financial agent per contract capable of
             receiving and processing the EFT information using the EFT
             methods described in paragraph (c) of this clause.

              (1) The contract number (or other procurement identification
                  number).

              (2) The Contractor's name and remittance address, as stated
                  in the contract(s).

              (3) The signature (manual or electronic, as appropriate),
                  title, and telephone number of the Contractor official
                  authorized to provide this information.

              (4) The name, address, and 9-digit Routing Transit Number of
                  the Contractor's financial agent.

              (5) The Contractor's account number and the type of account
                  (checking, saving, or lockbox).

              (6) If applicable, the Fedwire Transfer System telegraphic
                  abbreviation of the Contractor's financial agent.

              (7) If applicable, the Contractor shall also provide the
                  name, address, telegraphic abbreviation, and 9-digit
                  Routing Transit Number of the correspondent financial
                  institution receiving the wire transfer payment if the
                  Contractor's financial agent is not directly on-line to
                  the Fedwire Transfer System; and, therefore, not the
                  receiver of the wire transfer payment.

  I.3    52.244-6  SUBCONTRACTS FOR COMMERCIAL ITEMS (MAY 2001)

         (a) Definitions.  As used in this clause--

             "Commercial item" has the meaning contained in the clause at
             52.202-1, Definitions.

             "Subcontract" includes a transfer of commercial items between
             divisions, subsidiaries, or affiliates of the Contractor or
             subcontractor at any tier.

         (b) To the maximum extent practicable, the Contractor shall
             incorporate, and require its subcontractors at all tiers to
             incorporate, commercial items or nondevelopmental items as
             components of items to be supplied under this contract.

         (c) (1)  The following clauses shall be flowed down to
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                  subcontracts for commercial items.

                  (i)   52.219-8, Utilization of Small Business Concerns
                        (OCT 2000) (15 U.S.C. 637(d)(2) and (3)), in all
                        subcontracts that offer further subcontracting
                        opportunities.  If the subcontract (except
                        subcontracts to small business concerns) exceeds
                        $500,000 ($1,000,000 for construction of any public
                        facility), the subcontractor must include 52.219-8
                        in lower tier subcontracts that offer
                        subcontracting opportunities.

                  (ii)  52.222-26, Equal Opportunity (FEB 1999) (E.O.
                        11246).

                  (iii) 52.222-35, Affirmative Action for Disabled Veterans
                        and Veterans of the Vietnam Era (APR 1998) (38
                        U.S.C. 4212(a)).

                  (iv)  52.222-36, Affirmative Action for Workers with
                        Disabilities (JUN 1998) (29 U.S.C. 793).

                  (v)   52.247-64, Preference for Privately Owned
                        U.S.-Flagged Commercial Vessels (JUN 2000) (46
                        U.S.C. Appx 1241) (flowdown not required for
                        subcontracts awarded beginning May 1, 1996).

              (2) While not required, the Contractor may flow down to
                  subcontracts for commercial items a minimal number of
                  additional clauses necessary to satisfy its contractual
                  obligations.

         (d) The Contractor shall include the terms of this clause,
             including this paragraph (d), in subcontracts awarded under
             this contract.
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   PART III - LIST OF DOCUMENTS, EXHIBITS AND OTHER ATTACHMENTS

                 SECTION J - LIST OF ATTACHMENTS

                       THERE ARE NO ATTACHMENTS IN THIS DOCUMENT
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                    PART IV - REPRESENTATIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS

                 SECTION K - REPRESENTATIONS, CERTIFICATIONS, AND
                          OTHER STATEMENTS OF OFFERORS

  K.1    52.204-3  TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION (OCT 1998)

         (a) Definitions.

             "Common parent," as used in this provision, means that
             corporate entity that owns or controls an affiliated group of
             corporations that files its Federal income tax returns on a
             consolidated basis, and of which the offeror is a member.

             "Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)," as used in this
             provision, means the number required by the Internal Revenue
             Service (IRS) to be used by the offeror in reporting income
             tax and other returns.  The TIN may be either a Social
             Security Number or an Employer Identification Number.

         (b) All offerors must submit the information required in
             paragraphs (d) through (f) of this provision to comply with
             debt collection requirements of 31 U.S.C. 7701(c) and 3325(d),
             reporting requirements of 26 U.S.C. 6041, 6041A, and 6050M,
             and implementing regulations issued by the IRS.  If the
             resulting contract is subject to the payment reporting
             requirements described in Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR)
             4.904, the failure or refusal by the offeror to furnish the
             information may result in a 31 percent reduction of payments
             otherwise due under the contract.

         (c) The TIN may be used by the Government to collect and report on
             any delinquent amounts arising out of the offeror's
             relationship with the Government (31 U.S.C. 7701(c)(3)).  If
             the resulting contract is subject to the payment reporting
             requirements described in FAR 4.904, the TIN provided
             hereunder may be matched with IRS records to verify the
             accuracy of the offeror's TIN.

         (d) Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN).

              [ ] TIN:_____________________.

              [ ] TIN has been applied for.

              [ ] TIN is not required because:

                   [ ] Offeror is a nonresident alien, foreign corporation,
                       or foreign partnership that does not have income
                       effectively connected with the conduct of a trade or
                       business in the United States and does not have an
                       office or place of business or a fiscal paying agent
                       in the United States;
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                   [ ] Offeror is an agency or instrumentality of a foreign
                       government;

                   [ ] Offeror is an agency or instrumentality of the
                       Federal Government.

         (e) Type of organization.

              [ ] Sole proprietorship;

              [ ] Partnership;

              [ ] Corporate entity (not tax-exempt);

              [ ] Corporate entity (tax-exempt);

              [ ] Government entity (Federal, State, or local);

              [ ] Foreign government;

              [ ] International organization per 26 CFR 1.6049-4;

              [ ] Other_______________________.

         (f) Common parent.

              [ ] Offeror is not owned or controlled by a common parent as
                  defined in paragraph (a) of this provision.

              [ ] Name and TIN of common parent:

                  Name _______________________________

                  TIN ________________________________

  K.2    52.215-6 PLACE OF PERFORMANCE (OCT 1997)

         (a) The offeror or respondent, in the performance of any contract
             resulting from this solicitation, [ ] intends, [ ] does not
             intend [check applicable block] to use one or more plants or
             facilities located at a different address from the address of
             the offeror or respondent as indicated in this proposal or
             response to request for information.

         (b) If the offeror or respondent checks "intends" in paragraph (a)
             of this provision, it shall insert in the following spaces the
             required information:
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             Place of Performance (Street    Name and Address of Owner and
             Address, City, State, County,   Operator of the Plant or
             Zip Code)                       Facility if Other than
                                             Offeror or Respondent
             _____________________________   _____________________________
             _____________________________   _____________________________
             _____________________________   _____________________________
             _____________________________   _____________________________

  K.3    52.219-1 SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAM REPRESENTATIONS
         (MAY 2001) Alternate I (OCT 2000)

         (a)  (1) The North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) code
                  for this acquisition is 611710.

              (2) The small business size standard is no more than $05.0 MILLION
                   average annual receipts for an offeror's preceeding 3 FYs.

              (3) The small business size standard for a concern which submits
                  an offer in its own name, other than on a construction or
                  service contract, but which proposes to furnish a product
                  which it did not itself manufacture, is 500 employees.

         (b) Representations.

              (1) The offeror represents as part of its offer that it [_] is,
                  [_] is not a small business concern.

              (2) [Complete only if the offeror represented itself as a small
                  business concern in paragraph (b)(1) of this provision.]  The
                  offeror represents, for general statistical purposes, that it
                  [_] is, [_] is not, a small disadvantaged business concern as
                  defined in 13 CFR 124.1002.

              (3) [Complete only if the offeror represented itself as a small
                  business concern in paragraph (b)(1) of this provision.]  The
                  offeror represents as part of its offer that it [_] is, [_] is
                  not a women-owned small business concern.

              (4) [Complete only if the offeror represented itself as a small
                  business concern in paragraph (b)(1) of this provision.] The
                  offeror represents as part of its offer that it [_] is, [_] is
                  not a veteran-owned small business concern.

              (5) [Complete only if the offeror represented itself as a
                  veteran-owned small business concern in paragraph (b)(4) of
                  this provision.] The offeror represents as part of its offer
                  that it [_] is, [_] is not a service-disabled veteran-owned
                  small business concern.

              (6) [Complete only if offeror represented itself as a small
                  business concern in paragraph (b)(1) of this provision.]  The
                  offeror represents, as part of its offer, that--
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                   (i)  It [_] is, [_] is not a HUBZone small business concern             
          listed, on the date of this representation, on the List
                        of Qualified HUBZone Small Business Concerns maintained
                        by the Small Business Administration, and no material
                        change in ownership and control, principal office of
                        ownership, or HUBZone employee percentage has occurred
                        since it was certified by the Small Business
                        Administration in accordance with 13 CFR Part 126; and

                   (ii) It [_] is, [_] is not a joint venture that complies with
                        the requirements of 13 CFR Part 126, and the
                        representation in paragraph (b)(6)(i) of this provision
                        is accurate for the HUBZone small business concern or
                        concerns that are participating in the joint venture.
                        [The offeror shall enter the name or names of the
                        HUBZone small business concern or concerns that are
                        participating in the joint venture:
                        ________________________________________________
                        ________________________________________________
                        ________________________________________________.]

                        Each HUBZone small business concern participating in the
                        joint venture shall submit a separate signed copy of the
                        HUBZone representation.

         (c) Definitions.  As used in this provision--

             "Service-disabled veteran-owned small business concern"--

              (1) Means a small business concern--

                   (i)  Not less than 51 percent of which is owned by one or
                        more service-disabled veterans or, in the case of any
                        publicly owned business, not less than 51 percent of the
                        stock of which is owned by one or more service-disabled
                        veterans; and

                   (ii) The management and daily business operations of which
                        are controlled by one or more service-disabled veterans
                        or, in the case of a veteran with permanent and severe
                        disability, the spouse or permanent caregiver of such
                        veteran.

              (2) "Service-disabled veteran" means a veteran, as defined in 38
                  U.S.C. 101(2), with a disability that is service-connected, as
                  defined in 38 U.S.C. 101(16).

             "Small business concern" means a concern, including its affiliates,
             that is independently owned and operated, not dominant in the field
             of operation in which it is bidding on Government contracts, and
             qualified as a small business under the criteria in 13 CFR part 121
             and the size standard in paragraph (a) of this provision.
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             "Veteran-owned small business concern" means a small business
             concern--

              (1) Not less than 51 percent of which is owned by one or more
                  veterans (as defined at 38 U.S.C. 101(2)) or, in the case of
                  any publicly owned business, not less than 51 percent of the
                  stock of which is owned by one or more veterans; and

              (2) The management and daily business operations of which are
                  controlled by one or more veterans.

             "Women-owned small business concern," means a small business
             concern--

              (1) That is at least 51 percent owned by one or more women; or, in
                  the case of any publicly owned business, at least 51 percent
                  of the stock of which is owned by one or more women; and

              (2) Whose management and daily business operations are controlled
                  by one or more women.

         (d) Notice.

              (1) If this solicitation is for supplies and has been set aside,
                  in whole or in part, for small business concerns, then the
                  clause in this solicitation providing notice of the set-aside
                  contains restrictions on the source of the end items to be
                  furnished.

              (2) Under 15 U.S.C. 645(d), any person who misrepresents a firm's
                  status as a small, HUBZone small, small disadvantaged, or
                  women-owned small business concern in order to obtain a
                  contract to be awarded under the preference programs
                  established pursuant to section 8(a), 8(d), 9, or 15 of the
                  Small Business Act or any other provision of Federal law that
                  specifically references section 8(d) for a definition of
                  program eligibility, shall--

                   (i)   Be punished by imposition of fine, imprisonment, or
                         both;

                   (ii)  Be subject to administrative remedies, including
                         suspension and debarment; and

                   (iii) Be ineligible for participation in programs conducted
                         under the authority of the Act.

  K.4    52.222-22 PREVIOUS CONTRACTS AND COMPLIANCE REPORTS
         (FEB 1999)

           The offeror represents that--

         (a) It [ ] has, [ ] has not participated in a previous contract or
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             subcontract subject to the Equal Opportunity clause of this
             solicitation;

         (b) It [ ] has, [ ] has not filed all required compliance reports;
             and

         (c) Representations indicating submission of required compliance
             reports, signed by proposed subcontractors, will be obtained
             before subcontract awards.

  K.5    52.222-25 AFFIRMATIVE ACTION COMPLIANCE (APR 1984)

           The offeror represents that

         (a) It [ ] has developed and has on file, [ ] has not developed
             and does not have on file, at each establishment, affirmative
             action programs required by the rules and regulations of the
             Secretary of Labor (41 CFR 60-1 and 60-2); or

         (b) It [ ] has not previously had contracts subject to the written
             affirmative action programs requirement of the rules and
             regulations of the Secretary of Labor.

  K.6    52.225-4  BUY AMERICAN ACT--NORTH AMERICAN FREE
         TRADE AGREEMENT--ISRAELI TRADE ACT--BALANCE OF
         PAYMENTS PROGRAM CERTIFICATE (FEB 2000)

         (a) The offeror certifies that each end product, except those
             listed in paragraph (b) or (c) of this provision, is a
             domestic end product (as defined in the clause of this
             solicitation entitled "Buy American Act--North American Free
             Trade Agreement--Israeli Trade Act--Balance of Payments
             Program") and that the offeror has considered components of
             unknown origin to have been mined, produced, or manufactured
             outside the United States.

         (b) The offeror certifies that the following supplies are NAFTA
             country end products or Israeli end products as defined in the
             clause of this solicitation entitled "Buy American Act--North
             American Free Trade Agreement--Israeli Trade Act--Balance of
             Payments Program":

             NAFTA Country or Israeli End Products:

                   Line Item No.                   Country of Origin

                   _____________________           _________________

                   _____________________           _________________

                   _____________________           _________________

                                 (List as necessary)
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         (c) The offeror shall list those supplies that are foreign end
             products (other than those listed in paragraph (b) of this
             provision) as defined in the clause of this solicitation
             entitled "Buy American Act--North American Free Trade
             Agreement--Israeli Trade Act--Balance of Payments Program."
             The offeror shall list as other foreign end products those end
             products manufactured in the United States that do not qualify
             as domestic end products.

             Other Foreign End Products

                   Line Item No.                   Country of Origin

                   _____________________           _________________

                   _____________________           _________________

                   _____________________           _________________

                                 (List as necessary)

         (d) The Government will evaluate offers in accordance with the
             policies and procedures of Part 25 of the Federal Acquisition
             Regulation.

  K.7    AGAR 452.222-70 COMPLIANCE WITH VETERANS EMPLOYMENT
         REPORTING REQUIREMENTS (JAN 1999) (DEVIATION)(USDA)

         (a) The Offeror represents that, if it is subject to the reporting
             requirements of 38 U.S.C. 4212 (d)(i.e., the VETS-100 report
             required by FAR clause 52.222-37, Employment Reports on
             Disabled Veterans and Veterans of the Vietnam Era), it
             has [ ], has not[ ], submitted the most recent report
             required by 38 U.S.C. 4212(d).

         (b) An offeror who checks "has not" may not be awarded a contract
             until the required report is filed.
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              SECTION L - INSTRUCTIONS, CONDITIONS, AND
                          NOTICES TO OFFERORS

  L.1    52.252-1  SOLICITATION PROVISIONS INCORPORATED
         BY REFERENCE (FEB 1998)

           This solicitation incorporates one or more solicitation
         provisions by reference, with the same force and effect as if they
         were given in full text.  Upon request, the Contracting Officer
         will make their full text available.  The offeror is cautioned
         that the listed provisions may include blocks that must be
         completed by the offeror and submitted with its quotation or
         offer.  In lieu of submitting the full text of those provisions,
         the offeror may identify the provision by paragraph identifier and
         provide the appropriate information with its quotation or offer.
         Also, the full text of a solicitation provision may be accessed
         electronically at this/these address(es):

         www.arnet.gov/far

         I.   FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR CHAPTER 1)
              PROVISIONS

            NUMBER        TITLE                             DATE

          52.204-6     DATA UNIVERSAL NUMBERING SYSTEM     JUN 1999
                       (DUNS) NUMBER
          52.214-34    SUBMISSION OF OFFERS IN THE         APR 1991
                       ENGLISH LANGUAGE
          52.214-35    SUBMISSION OF OFFERS IN U.S.        APR 1991
                       CURRENCY

  L.2    52.215-1 INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFERORS--COMPETITIVE
         ACQUISITION (MAY 2001)

         (a) Definitions.  As used in this provision--

             "Discussions" are negotiations that occur after establishment
             of the competitive range that may, at the Contracting
             Officer's discretion, result in the offeror being allowed to
             revise its proposal.

             "In writing," "writing," or "written" means any worded or
             numbered expression that can be read, reproduced, and later
             communicated, and includes electronically transmitted and
             stored information.

             "Proposal modification" is a change made to a proposal before
             the solicitation's closing date and time, or made in response
             to an amendment, or made to correct a mistake at any time
             before award.
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             "Proposal revision" is a change to a proposal made after the
             solicitation closing date, at the request of or as allowed by
             a Contracting Officer as the result of negotiations.

             "Time", if stated as a number of days, is calculated using
             calendar days, unless otherwise specified, and will include
             Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays.  However, if the last
             day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, then the
             period shall include the next working day.

         (b) Amendments to solicitations.  If this solicitation is
             amended, all terms and conditions that are not amended remain
             unchanged.  Offerors shall acknowledge receipt of any
             amendment to this solicitation by the date and time specified
             in the amendment(s).

         (c) Submission, modification, revision, and withdrawal of
             proposals.

              (1) Unless other methods (e.g., electronic commerce or
                  facsimile) are permitted in the solicitation, proposals
                  and modifications to proposals shall be submitted in
                  paper media in sealed envelopes or packages (i) addressed
                  to the office specified in the solicitation, and (ii)
                  showing the time and date specified for receipt, the
                  solicitation number, and the name and address of the
                  offeror.  Offerors using commercial carriers should
                  ensure that the proposal is marked on the outermost
                  wrapper with the information in paragraphs (c)(1)(i) and
                  (c)(1)(ii) of this provision.

              (2) The first page of the proposal must show--

                   (i)   The solicitation number;

                   (ii)  The name, address, and telephone and facsimile
                         numbers of the offeror (and electronic address if
                         available);

                   (iii) A statement specifying the extent of agreement
                         with all terms, conditions, and provisions
                         included in the solicitation and agreement to
                         furnish any or all items upon which prices are
                         offered at the price set opposite each item;

                   (iv)  Names, titles, and telephone and facsimile numbers
                         (and electronic addresses if available) of persons
                         authorized to negotiate on the offeror's behalf
                         with the Government in connection with this
                         solicitation; and

                   (v)   Name, title, and signature of person authorized to
                         sign the proposal.  Proposals signed by an agent
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                         shall be accompanied by evidence of that agent's
                         authority, unless that evidence has been
                         previously furnished to the issuing office.

              (3) Submission, modification, revision, and withdrawal of
                  proposals.

                   (i)   Offerors are responsible for submitting proposals,
                         and any modifications or revisions, so as to reach
                         the Government office designated in the
                         solicitation by the time specified in the
                         solicitation.  If no time is specified in the
                         solicitation, the time for receipt is 4:30 p.m.,
                         local time, for the designated Government office
                         on the date that proposal or revision is due.

                   (ii)  (A) Any proposal, modification, or revision
                             received at the Government office designated
                             in the solicitation after the exact time
                             specified for receipt of offers is "late" and
                             will not be considered unless it is received
                             before award is made, the Contracting Officer
                             determines that accepting the late offer would
                             not unduly delay the acquisition; and--

                             (1) If it was transmitted through an
                                 electronic commerce method authorized by
                                 the solicitation, it was received at the
                                 initial point of entry to the Government
                                 infrastructure not later than 5:00 p.m.
                                 one working day prior to the date
                                 specified for receipt of proposals; or

                             (2) There is acceptable evidence to establish
                                 that it was received at the Government
                                 installation designated for receipt of
                                 offers and was under the Government's
                                 control prior to the time set for receipt
                                 of offers; or

                             (3) It is the only proposal received.

                         (B) However, a late modification of an otherwise
                             successful proposal that makes its terms more
                             favorable to the Government, will be
                             considered at any time it is received and may
                             be accepted.

                   (iii) Acceptable evidence to establish the time of
                         receipt at the Government installation includes
                         the time/date stamp of that installation on the
                         proposal wrapper, other documentary evidence of
                         receipt maintained by the installation, or oral
                         testimony or statements of Government personnel.
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                   (iv)  If an emergency or unanticipated event interrupts
                         normal Government processes so that proposals
                         cannot be received at the office designated for
                         receipt of proposals by the exact time specified
                         in the solicitation, and urgent Government
                         requirements preclude amendment of the
                         solicitation, the time specified for receipt of
                         proposals will be deemed to be extended to the
                         same time of day specified in the solicitation on
                         the first work day on which normal Government
                         processes resume.

                   (v)   Proposals may be withdrawn by written notice
                         received at any time before award.  Oral proposals
                         in response to oral solicitations may be withdrawn
                         orally.  If the solicitation authorizes facsimile
                         proposals, proposals may be withdrawn via
                         facsimile received at any time before award,
                         subject to the conditions specified in the
                         provision at 52.215-5, Facsimile Proposals.
                         Proposals may be withdrawn in person by an offeror
                         or an authorized representative, if the identity
                         of the person requesting withdrawal is established
                         and the person signs a receipt for the proposal
                         before award.

              (4) Unless otherwise specified in the solicitation, the
                  offeror may propose to provide any item or combination of
                  items.

              (5) Offerors shall submit proposals in response to this
                  solicitation in English, unless otherwise permitted by
                  the solicitation, and in U.S. dollars, unless the
                  provision at FAR 52.225-17, Evaluation of Foreign
                  Currency Offers, is included in the solicitation.

              (6) Offerors may submit modifications to their proposals at
                  any time before the solicitation closing date and time,
                  and may submit modifications in response to an amendment,
                  or to correct a mistake at any time before award.

              (7) Offerors may submit revised proposals only if requested
                  or allowed by the Contracting Officer.

              (8) Proposals may be withdrawn at any time before award.
                  Withdrawals are effective upon receipt of notice by the
                  Contracting Officer.

         (d) Offer expiration date.  Proposals in response to this
             solicitation will be valid for the number of days specified on
             the solicitation cover sheet (unless a different period is
             proposed by the offeror).
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         (e) Restriction on disclosure and use of data.  Offerors that
             include in their proposals data that they do not want
             disclosed to the public for any purpose, or used by the
             Government except for evaluation purposes, shall--

              (1) Mark the title page with the following legend:

                  This proposal includes data that shall not be disclosed
                  outside the Government and shall not be duplicated, used,
                  or disclosed--in whole or in part--for any purpose other
                  than to evaluate this proposal.  If, however, a contract
                  is awarded to this offeror as a result of--or in
                  connection with--the submission of this data, the
                  Government shall have the right to duplicate, use, or
                  disclose the data to the extent provided in the resulting
                  contract.  This restriction does not limit the
                  Government's right to use information contained in this
                  data if it is obtained from another source without
                  restriction.  The data subject to this restriction are
                  contained in sheets [insert numbers or other
                  identification of sheets]; and

              (2) Mark each sheet of data it wishes to restrict with the
                  following legend:

                  Use or disclosure of data contained on this sheet is
                  subject to the restriction on the title page of this
                  proposal.

         (f) Contract award.

              (1)  The Government intends to award a contract or contracts
                   resulting from this solicitation to the responsible
                   offeror(s) whose proposal(s) represents the best value
                   after evaluation in accordance with the factors and
                   subfactors in the solicitation.

              (2)  The Government may reject any or all proposals if such
                   action is in the Government's interest.

              (3)  The Government may waive informalities and minor
                   irregularities in proposals received.

              (4)  The Government intends to evaluate proposals and award a
                   contract without discussions with offerors (except
                   clarifications as described in FAR 15.306(a)).
                   Therefore, the offeror's initial proposal should contain
                   the offeror's best terms from a cost or price and
                   technical standpoint.  The Government reserves the right
                   to conduct discussions if the Contracting Officer later
                   determines them to be necessary.  If the Contracting
                   Officer determines that the number of proposals that
                   would otherwise be in the competitive range exceeds the
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                   number at which an efficient competition can be
                   conducted, the Contracting Officer may limit the number
                   of proposals in the competitive range to the greatest
                   number that will permit an efficient competition among
                   the most highly rated proposals.

              (5)  The Government reserves the right to make an award on
                   any item for a quantity less than the quantity offered,
                   at the unit cost or prices offered, unless the offeror
                   specifies otherwise in the proposal.

              (6)  The Government reserves the right to make multiple
                   awards if, after considering the additional
                   administrative costs, it is in the Government's best
                   interest to do so.

              (7)  Exchanges with offerors after receipt of a proposal do
                   not constitute a rejection or counteroffer by the
                   Government.

              (8)  The Government may determine that a proposal is
                   unacceptable if the prices proposed are materially
                   unbalanced between line items or subline items.
                   Unbalanced pricing exists when, despite an acceptable
                   total evaluated price, the price of one or more contract
                   line items is significantly overstated or understated as
                   indicated by the application of cost or price analysis
                   techniques.  A proposal may be rejected if the
                   Contracting Officer determines that the lack of balance
                   poses an unacceptable risk to the Government.

              (9)  If a cost realism analysis is performed, cost realism
                   may be considered by the source selection authority in
                   evaluating performance or schedule risk.

              (10) A written award or acceptance of proposal mailed or
                   otherwise furnished to the successful offeror within the
                   time specified in the proposal shall result in a binding
                   contract without further action by either party.

              (11) The Government may disclose the following information in
                   postaward debriefings to other offerors:

                   (i)   The overall evaluated cost or price and technical
                         rating of the successful offeror;

                   (ii)  The overall ranking of all offerors, when any
                         ranking was developed by the agency during source
                         selection;

                   (iii) A summary of the rationale for award; and

                   (iv)  For acquisitions of commercial items, the make and
                         model of the item to be delivered by the successful 

 offeror.
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  L.3    AGAR 452.215-71 INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF
         TECHNICAL AND BUSINESS PROPOSALS (SEP 1999)

         (a) General Instructions. Proposals submitted in response to
             this solicitation shall be furnished in the following format
             with the numbers of copies as specified below.

              (1) The proposal must include a technical proposal and
                  business proposal.  Each of the parts shall be separate
                  and complete so that evaluation of one may be
                  accomplished independently from evaluation of the other.
                  The technical proposal must not contain reference to
                  cost; however, resource information (such as data
                  concerning labor hours and categories, materials,
                  subcontracts, etc.) must be contained in the technical
                  proposal so that the contractor's understanding of the
                  statement of work may be evaluated.

              (2) Offerors may, at their discretion, submit alternate
                  proposals or proposals which deviate from the
                  requirement; provided, that an offeror also submit a
                  proposal for performance of the work as specified in the
                  statement of work.  Any "alternate" proposal may be
                  considered if overall performance would be improved or
                  not compromised, and if it is in the best interest of the
                  Government.  Alternate proposals, or deviations from any
                  requirement of this RFP, must be clearly identified.

              (3) The Government will evaluate proposals in accordance with
                  the evaluation criteria set forth in Section M of this
                  RFP.

              (4) Offerors shall submit their proposal(s) in the following
                  format and the quantities specified:

                   (a) 3 copies of the completed, signed offer (Sections A
                       through K of the solicitation package)

                   (b) 3 copies of the technical proposal

                   (c) 3 copies of the business/cost proposal

         (b) Technical Proposal Instructions.

             The technical proposal will be used to make an evaluation and
             arrive at a determination as to whether the proposal will meet
             the requirements of the Government.  Therefore, the technical
             proposal must present sufficient information to reflect a
             thorough understanding of the requirements and a detailed,
             description of the techniques, procedures and program for
             achieving the objectives of the specifications/statement of
             work.  Proposals which merely paraphrase the requirements of
             the Government's specifications/statement of work, or use such
             phrases as "will comply" or "standard techniques will be
             employed" will be considered unacceptable and will not be
             considered further.  As a minimum, the proposal must clearly
             provide the following:
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   L.3   (Continued)

I. A detailed work plan must be submitted indicating how each 
   aspect of the statement of work is to be accomplished.  The 
   technical approach should be in as much detail as the offeror 
   considers necessary to fully explain the proposed technical 
   approach or method.  Also, a timeline shall be incorporated 
   identifying who will perform the task, when and how it shall 
   be completed.

II. The technical proposal must include information on how the 
    project is to be organized, staffed, and managed.  Information 
    should be provided which will demonstrate the offerors 
    understanding and management of important events or tasks.  
    The offeror must explain how the management and coordination 
    of consultant and/or subcontractor efforts will be accomplished.

III. The technical proposal must include a list of names and proposed 
     duties of the professional personnel, consultants, and key 
     subcontractor employees assigned to the project.  The approximate 
     percentage of time each individual will be available for this 
     project must be included.  The proposed staff hours for each of 
     the above individuals should be allocated against each task or 
     subtask for the project. 

         (c) Business Proposal Instructions.

  (1) Business Proposal.

(a) Breakdown of direct labor cost by named person or labor 
    category including number of labor-hours and current actual 
    or average hourly rates.  Indicate whether current rates or 
    escalated rates are used.  If escalation is included, state 
    the degree (percent) and methodology.  Direct labor or levels 
    of effort are to be identified as labor-hours and not as a 
    percentage of an individual’s time.  Indicate fringe benefit 
    rate, if separate from indirect cost rate.

(b) The amount proposed for travel, subsistence and local 
    transportation supported with a breakdown which includes: 
    number of trips anticipated, cost per trip per person, 
    destination(s) proposed, number of person(s) scheduled for 
    travel, mode of transportation, and mileage allowances if 
    privately owned vehicles will be used.

(c) Cost breakdown of materials, equipment and other direct 
    costs including duplication/reproduction, meetings and 
    conferences, postage, communication and any other applicable 
    items.  Costs must be supported by specific methodology utilized.

(d) If consultants are proposed, detailed data concerning proposed 
    consultant costs should include the following:

(i) Names of consultant(s) to be engaged.
(ii) Daily fees to be paid to each consultant.
(iii) Estimated number of days of consulting services.
(iv) Consulting agreements entered into between consultants 
     and the offeror, or invoices submitted by consultants 
     for similar services previously provided to the offeror.
(v) Rationale for acceptance of cost.

                              Page 33 



70-M-APHIS-01                                          Section L

L.4 52.215-5 FACSIMILE PROPOSALS (OCT 1997)

         (a) Definition. Facsimile proposal, as used in this provision,
             means a proposal, revision or modification of a proposal, or
             withdrawal of a proposal that is transmitted to and received
             by the Government via facsimile machine.

         (b) Offerors may submit facsimile proposals as responses to this
             solicitation. Facsimile proposals are subject to the same
             rules as paper proposals.

         (c) The telephone number of receiving facsimile equipment is:
             612/370-2226.

         (d) If any portion of a facsimile proposal received by the
             Contracting Officer is unreadable to the degree that
             conformance to the essential requirements of the solicitation
             cannot be ascertained from the document--

              (1) The Contracting Officer immediately shall notify the
                  offeror and permit the offeror to resubmit the proposal;

              (2) The method and time for resubmission shall be prescribed
                  by the Contracting Officer after consultation with the
                  offeror; and

              (3) The resubmission shall be considered as if it were
                  received at the date and time of the original unreadable
                  submission for the purpose of determining timeliness,
                  provided the offeror complies with the time and format
                  requirements for resubmission prescribed by the
                  Contracting Officer.

         (e) The Government reserves the right to make award solely on the
             facsimile proposal. However, if requested to do so by the
             Contracting Officer, the apparently successful offeror
             promptly shall submit the complete original signed proposal.

  L.5    AGAR 452.204-70 INQUIRIES (FEB 1988)

           Inquiries and all correspondence concerning this solicitation
         should be submitted in writing to the Contracting Officer.
         Offerors should contact only the Contracting Officer issuing the
         solicitation about any aspect of this requirement prior to
         contract award.

  L.6    AGAR 452.215-72 AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSALS (FEB 1988)

           Any changes to a proposal made by the offeror after its initial
         submittal shall be accomplished by replacement pages.  Changes
         from the original page shall be indicated on the outside margin by
         vertical lines adjacent to the change.  The offeror shall include the

   date of the amendment on the lower right corner of the changed pages.

  L.7    AGAR 452.219-70 SIZE STANDARD AND NAICS CODE
         INFORMATION (NOV 1996) (AGAR DEVIATION)

           The North American Industrial Classification System (NAIC)
         Code(s) and business size standard(s) describing the products
         and/or services to be acquired under this solicitation are listed
         below:
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         Contract line item(s):  2
         -- NAICS Code           611710
         -- Size Standard        no more than $05.0 MILLION  average annual
         receipts for an offeror's preceeding 3 FYs.
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                   SECTION M - EVALUATION FACTORS FOR AWARD

M.1 Evaluation Criteria

The Government will make award to the responsible offeror whose proposal conforms to all
Solicitation requirements and represents the best value to the Government, technical
quality, cost or price and other price related factors considered.  Technical quality will
consist of timeliness, the qualifications of the offeror’s key personnel, prior
organizational experience and past performance.

Of the technical qualifications factors considered, timeliness, the qualifications of key
personnel and prior experience are equally weighted and more important than past
performance.  The combined weighted value of the technical quality factors is more
important than cost or price and other price-related factors.  Award may be made to other
than the lowest priced responsive offeror.

A. Timeliness

The deadline for preparation of the test and test manual is 6 months from date of award;
deadline for the documentation report is 8 months from date of award.  Preference will be
given to the offeror whose past performance on similar projects indicates the ability to
prepare the deliverables ahead of the deadlines given.     
 
B. Organizational Experience and Qualifications of Key Personnel

The qualifications of the offerors will be evaluated against the qualifications identified
in Section C.2.  Offerors shall provide background, education, and experience data for all
key personnel designated to work on this contract.  Information describing organizational
experience on related projects shall be provided along with a minimum of three references.
The references shall be from the offeror’s most recent projects completed.  Include the
name, the organization, telephone number, e-mail address and the contract or purchase
order number, if applicable.  Indicate the role the key personnel played on these
projects.  Failure to provide data suitable for evaluation may render a proposal
nonresponsive and the offeror ineligible for award.

C. Past Performance

The following factors will be considered when evaluating Contractor’s past performance:

I. Schedule Compliance - In terms of how well the contractor adhered to contract
work schedules and productivity requirements.

II. Quality of Service - In terms of compliance with contract requirements,
technical excellence, appropriateness of personnel.

III. Business Relations - In terms of the number and severity of problems
encountered and the effectiveness of corrective actions taken.
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